Inaugural Martel Lecture brings
presidential speechwriter to TU

By BJ Cortr

|, the Stase of the

Union amd the 2000 clection were just & few of the
topics discussed by White Howse speechwriter Joha
MeCoanell with the Temple University commanaty
during a Sept. 25 speech m Tombinson Thester

The lecture, fumded by Dy, Mvies Manal (M.A "67
P’
and the Frovos s office, brought 3 prncipal SpeociwTIeT

b wrar on terrorism, Sept

Td), the School of Communications and Theater

frown ithe Bush admmastratson, and o personal friend of
Mariel’s, to campas to offer the endversity commumnaty
'---..|:l|'|r inlCR] the 1-'!|_'\.||.|||_'I'I'-. |!.| v cormmunscations with
the world.

Mot merpnsingly, MoConnell s most dramatic expen
ence while working for the president was Sept. 11 and
the cvents sumoshng the tragedcs

McConnell characierized Sept. 11 a5, “A singular
momcal in this presedency, and | would nrpus the presa
dency, where the man met his moment.™

R“""”"'E the mam o of Sepl 11, Mal orninell shared
memones with an aftentrve aubenoe of appn wxirmaie by
SN gpeists and rmcmbers of U Wl versdly Commmmity
about where he was and what be was feclmg

“1 was schedubsd to meet with Vice President Cheney
ol B0 a.m.” MoConanell said =1 walked into has offse
and sat down and someone called m and todd the vice
presdent bo turn on the iclevisson, Wi just sai there n
stlence and watched the TV

*“Soon thereafier, the vice president said o the phone,
“I nead wo talk to the president,™ hie said

Al Ehpl poant, MoConpell retumed to his ofTice, |1 was
also at this point m his remarks that be decided to add a
little hurnoe

“] went bick o my office and a8t downs. What do
void o in 8 situsinon like this™ You call vour mother
Sl wraon sasd she Beard that the Whte Hiowuse had been
evacoied, and 1 1odd her that | was Bere snd thet evers
thing was all right. And.” McConnell added, to laughter

from the ambence, “my mom., knowmg me hike she does,
Bl e o g0 ol inio the hallway and make e

“50, | put down the phone and went ot 1nio the
hallway, and sure enough, people wene lesving o a quick
pace, and a Secret Servce agent wand we'd kgive w0 leave
Soom, a Secret Service egent wld us we had to leave
immediately, that a plane was hended siraight for the
Whte Houwse ™

Even though the plane hesded for the White House
never made i, the evacuation brought home the seventy
of the aftacks to Mo onnell

Followmng the sttacks, MeConnell spent the rest of the
day working on a drafl for the presadent”s addness o the
mation. This drafi would not be the dmafi that would even-
Esally b remd by President Bash, e Mol onnell s chance
o contnimse on a hstone speech would son come

Cin Monday, Sept. 17, 2000, the pressdent iniormmod
hs speechwriting team thai he wanied w address Congress
hal [huirsdsy

“We said that would be mmpossible, bt ai the end of
the dey on Monday we had o dmfl for hem,™ Mol onnel
waid O Tecsday it was delvemable. on ' Wednesdkay we
dhidd @ menad Ii'r.'-m_gh and on [ hersday we dsd Two mone
read throughs ™

SicUonnel]l sccompanied the presidentml motorcades
v U agvitol Hill, svbere he heard President Bush delives
the histonc speech in the Senate Chamber. MeConnel
descnibed the cvenang as “very emotonal

WicComnel] ssid that the current pressdeniial speech-
writing team is small compared o previous administra
wons

‘President Bush's spoech team is smaller than most,”’
MeConmell said. “Hissoncally, there are eight [writers],
wilh three mofe serving e vice pressdent. This eam has
six wnters and they do all of the whniting for the president
and Dhck Chemney.”

Twpically ihe veim pens between one and thnee

Joha Mclennell, a spaechwriter for President Bush ond
Win Proiident Chaney, poid a vislt e Temlinien Theater
in late September for the Myles Martel Leadership in
Communeration Lesture. Milannell afltered |Hl.1hl e ]
what it i like being o presidential speechwriter, ncleding
his sapermnces wiiting grownd sero in Mew Terk and
Hying over Boghdod with rhe president

specches for the president cach day, bun thery aren 't all
Stase-of-the-1Uinson speech leagth. Some speeches are sim-
ply a fow minuses bng. These are for when the presadent
appears m the Rose Ganden for o ceremony, for example
SloU omimee || stressexd that the temm wiorks very hand,
bt b
seemed happy w be helpang the presadent articulate ihe

sdmanastrateon s goaks and key messages

sEVIng. ~ Wi ane the offuce that never i idark

A praduaie of Yale Law School, MoConnell previ-
ously worked &= a speechwriter for fomer Vioe Presadenit
Dan Cuayle. He also worked with former Sen. Rober
Dode during the final montha of his 1996 pressdental
CAMMpE R

MeConnell s advice for the aspinng speechwriber m
simple—get 0 know the person vou are winiting for, keep
things simple snd seck lots of leodback

“The best fecdback. 1f not irom the principal. 15 from
the people who have been waith lum the longesl,  he sad
“ i pood speech can be read by anvone 1 the @entences
are clenr and simple, and | don’t mesn baby sample. b
simple ideas, amyone can read it You try to hear a per-
400 4 VOICE 35 vOu wWrile a specch And you have Lo get
o kmonw ham. ™



