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Former Reagan Strategist:
Public Opinion Research
Sound Basis for Leadership

v BIREMT EvanS

Fesiald Reagan regubarly nelied on
Richeard Wirthlin's sdvice. The way the
former president wsed that advioe,
wihich was based oa ploneering public
opinion research, is a moded for pres-
hlentiil |eaderilp, acconding to
Wirthlin, Fesgan's former chief
slrasegist and pollser,

Wirthlin was speaking, during the
Enaugurdl Mybes Martel Locture
Leadership and Public Opdadon April
24, He gave his largely studen! aud-
ennge an Insdde [ook at (he Reagan
adminisication,

Serategie public opinlos research
was essentiad in helping the prosiden
persusdi the public @ sevend criscul
junciares, Wisthlin said. Asd perssad-
ing the publse, he gabd, [ the hest of
keadership; “Leadership is oot raw
pusweT, N ceen nuEority, nol § oo
ar position, Leadership is the power
to persuiade”

As an exampde, Wirthlin recounted
his owm rale in the former president’s
re-election campadgs against Walier
Maondale in 1984, Aler Moodale's doc-
tom & e Democradc candidaie for
presidend, polls Indicaied that Reagan
held only 2 sim bead over Mooilale
And so the Repablican presidential
cunwdidase called in Wisthlin to design a
strategy to widen his lead

Makdng wse of polls, ‘Wrklin con-
strucied @ “map” of issues on which
valers based thelr peessments of each)
candidsie” 18 fpuand thal Mondale
hiedd an l.l:ll.'lnl.'IHI;' im o aredd volers
favared his proposal o raie e
and decrease the deficl, and b was
seen i less likely w stan 2 war with
the: Sewlet Unbon,

Reagan could commer this, Wirthiin
sald, |1-r “making Mamdale’s axes

sopm enfulr, emphasizcing Reagan's
strong leadership, and making the
Bink between srong defendhe e

paredness and preserdng worhl
peace " WinhEn reversed pablic opln.
fon by deskening (elevision 2ds tar-
geled to these goals, and Resgan was
re-elecied by a landslide,

Wirthlin said Heagan's re-election
strategy 15 0 moded for effectve presé-
dential beaddership, For oample, he
sald, bt was Reagan's duty a5 2 leader fo
devilop a vison for aatlons defense,
but lis abdes” duty 1o work out some of
the details of conmusscating tha
wislon. “M |5 the presdent, who arioo-
lanes the vision, establishes principles
gl ghve conbeat (o thal vison, end
devedops 3 pragmasic roademp,” Wirth
lin sakd, and others do il L

Developing these kinds of insights
it leadorship 3 the goal of the new
leciure series, savs Byles Martel, CLAS
65, whose it esiablished the serics,
“Thee Universisy is the idesl place
for advancing our understanding of
leplership," be says.

M, r.!r'r:a'nlh.'lr. sl Founder of
Marte] & Adsociales, 4 frm specialidag
in muedia and crisis commiasicalion,
recills belng bnfluenced g his
yesed a Hana by debato coach Joha
Viands, now an emerinas profeisor.

Thie leclure series adds 1o UGons's
promisence b strplegic public opls-
fon reseirch, savs Keaneth Dawirich,
an assoctate professor of politcal sci-

ence and the director of the Cemter for |

Survey Rescanch and Anakysis. The
Cemier, the podithcal sdenos depan-
e, and the Roper Center for Public
Opindon Besearch provide UCoan with
1 good grounding in the Geld, be sy,
“huit the leciune serles provides 4
missimg phoce”
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Fichard Wirthlin, "85, President Resgan's chiaf strategist, ghees the inaw-
gural Myes Martel Lecture in Loadership and Public Opiesan.




